Interactions between hepatotropic viruses in patients with haemophilia.
Infections with the hepatotropic viruses non-A, non-B (NANB), hepatitis B (HBV) and delta agent (HDV) are described in two patients with haemophilia. The first patient illustrates the phenomenon of interference following a simultaneous exposure to NANB and HBV. The second patient, a carrier of hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg), acquired superinfection with HDV which resulted in acute hepatitis progressing to chronic hepatitis. Liver disease seen in multitransfused haemophiliacs may be significantly different to that seen in other patients. As a consequence of the infusion of blood clotting factor concentrates, these patients become the site of complex viral interactions.